
Dillon Boucher was born in 1975 in Taranaki and grew 
up in the country, in a small town called Bell Block. 
As a child, he played all the sports he could – rugby, 
badminton, tennis, cricket, soccer, volleyball and BMX, 
to name a few. He loved rugby and wanted to be an 
All Black, until he discovered basketball and Michael 
Jordan became his role model. When Dillon started at 
Papatoetoe High School, there were no basketball hoops 
in the school grounds or gymnasium. That didn’t stop him 
becoming a star forward on the school’s basketball team! 
He was selected for the Auckland under-23 team and 
helped them win the under-23 national championships 
five years in a row. In 1997, Dillon captained the New 
Zealand team at the FIBA (International Basketball 
Federation/Fédération Internationale de Basketball) 
Under-23 World Championships in Melbourne.

Dillon’s professional basketball career took off in 1994, 
when he signed with the Auckland Stars in the New 
Zealand National Basketball League (NBL). Over the next 
19 years, Dillon played for the Stars, the Waikato Titans, 
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Quick facts

Favourite food: Smoked chicken fettucine

Favourite movie: Boy

Favourite music: Hip hop

Childhood hero: Michael Jordan

Current favourite athlete: Steve Adams

Most rewarding moment in sport: Having my jersey 
retired from the SKYCITY NZ Breakers 

Talents other than sport: Being a Dad

Biggest injury: Had a bone graft on my foot, where they 
took bone from my hip and put into my foot.

Biggest sacrifice: Family time

Job outside sport: Corporate Sales Manager at 
SKYCITY NZ Breakers

Other fun facts: Used to race BMX as a kid. Won North 
Island championships and came second in NZ Champs.
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the Harbour Heat and the Auckland Pirates, claiming 
nine NBL titles along the way. Pero Cameron is the only  
other basketball player in New Zealand to have this 
many titles.

In 2003, Dillon started playing in the Australian National 
Basketball League (ANBL). He played for the New 
Zealand Breakers until 2005, and then spent a few years 
playing first for the Perth Wildcats and then the Brisbane 
Bullets. While playing for the Bullets, Dillon became the 
first New Zealander to win an ANBL Championship. He 
returned to the Breakers in 2008, bringing the benefits 
of his experience in the Australian teams. In Dillon’s 
last three seasons with the Breakers (2011–2013), the 
team won three consecutive ANBL championships. This 
made them the first New Zealand sports team to win 
an Australian sports championship. Following the 2013 
victory, Dillon retired from the ANBL after a 10-year 
international career in basketball.

As well as playing in the NBL and the ANBL, Dillon 
was a key member of the Tall Blacks, the New Zealand 
men’s basketball team. He played more than 100 games 
for the Tall Blacks between 1999 and 2007. Bringing 
extensive knowledge and vision to the court, Dillon 
was instrumental in the Tall Blacks’ rise to international 
success. He may not be the fastest player or the best 
shooter, but he is a strong defender and scrambles for 
every loose ball that comes near him. He acknowledges 
the importance of working as a team. He is also known 
for his ability to anticipate how the game is going to play 
out on court. 

“One of my strengths is my vision on-court 
and knowledge of the game so I’ve been able 
to anticipate what’s going to happen on-court. 
Just being able to know where my teammates 
are on the court and who’s fast enough to run 
onto a skidding bounce pass and where other 
guys are capable of catching it.”  
(Dillon Boucher, 10 May 2013, http://www.fiba.com/pages/eng/fc/
news/colu/p/newsid/55496/arti.html)

During Dillon’s time on the team, the Tall Blacks shot 
to basketball fame, becoming one of the top 16 teams 
in the world. Most remarkably, in 2002, the Tall Blacks 
came fourth in the FIBA World Championships, a mighty 
achievement considering the USA Dream Team only 
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Career
highlights

2013 ANBL Championships: Breakers (First)

2012 ANBL Championships: Breakers (First)

2011 ANBL Championships: Breakers (First)

2007 ANBL Championships: Bullets (First)

2007 FIBA Oceania Championships (Silver)

2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games:  
Tall Blacks (Silver)

2004 Athens Olympic Games: Tall Blacks (Tenth)

2002 FIBA World Championships:  
Tall Blacks (Fourth)

2001 FIBA Oceania Championships (Gold)

Honours

2011 NZ Breakers Players’ Player 

2010 NBL Defensive Player of the Year

2003 NBL All Star Five

2002 NBL All Star Five

2012, 2005, 2004, 

2002, 2000, 1999, 

1997, 1996, 1995

NBL Championships (First)
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placed sixth! In 2004, Dillon was part of the Tall Blacks 
team that came tenth at the Athens Olympic Games. At 
the 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games, Dillon and 
the Tall Blacks won the Silver Medal, losing to Australia 
by only five points.

Despite retiring from international basketball in 2013, 
Dillon wasn’t ready to stop playing completely. He 
continued in his role as a player and assistant coach with 
the Wellington Saints, assisting Pero Cameron, a former 
Tall Blacks teammate.

Dillon’s success in the sports industry extends beyond 
the court. In the early years of his basketball career, 
Dillon juggled a job as a travel consultant for a company 
that organised worldwide sports tours. Alongside training 
and competing, he ran his own coaching business 
for three years. Since 2011, Dillon has worked as the 
Corporate Sales Manager for the New Zealand Breakers. 
On top of all these commitments, Dillon still finds 
plenty of time to spend with his wife and four children. 
In 2013, Dillon was named as a New Zealand Olympic 
Ambassador for the New Zealand Olympic Committee.

http://www.olympic.org.nz
http://instagram.com/nzolympics
https://twitter.com/nzolympics
https://www.facebook.com/nzolympicteam
http://imuseum.olympic.org.nz/museum/athlete/profile/382
http://imuseum.olympic.org.nz/museum/athlete/profile/382
http://www.olympic.org.nz
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A basketball court is 28 metres long and 15 
metres wide. It is divided into two halves 
and has a free-throw line marked 5.8 metres 
from each end. At each end, there is a basket 
mounted on a backboard, 3.5 metres off the 
ground. A three-point line is marked in an arc 
6.75 metres from each basket.

The court

Men’s basketball has featured 
in the Olympic Games since the 
1936 Berlin Olympic Games. 
Women’s basketball was 
introduced at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympic Games. Professional 
players first competed at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympic Games, 
where the United States men’s 
‘Dream Team’ won Gold.

Basketball
Official Olympic Sport

All court lines (black lines on the attached diagram
) shall be 0,05 m

 in w
idth.

All red and dotted lines are just auxiliary lines that indicate correct m
easures.
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Basketball is a non-contact sport. Players need 
to be careful not to commit fouls or violations.

Fouls are offences committed against an 
opposition player. If a player commits a foul,  
the other team gets a free throw in from the 
sideline. If a player is fouled during a shot 
at goal, they get shots at goal from the free-
throw line. They get two free-throws if the foul 
happens on or inside the three-point line and 
three if it happens outside it. Each free-throw 
that goes in is worth one point. 

• Defensive foul – a defender blocks,   
 pushes, tips, strikes or holds an offensive  
 player who has the ball
• Offensive foul – an offensive player charges  
 into a defender who is standing still. 

Basketball is played by two teams of up to twelve 
players. Only five players are on the court at one time. 
Players move the ball up the court by dribbling (one-
handed bouncing) it and passing it to teammates. They 
score points by shooting the ball in the basket. Players 
score two points if they are standing on or inside the 
three-point line, and they score three points if they are 
behind it. The team with the most points win. If the game 
is a draw, it can go into overtime.

Basketball games are 40 minutes long and split into four 
10-minute quarters. Once a team has the ball, they have 
only 24 seconds to shoot or the ball goes to the other 
team. The clock stops every time there is a break in play 
and teams can call one-minute time-outs.

Twelve men’s and twelve women’s teams can 
qualify to compete at the Olympic Games. The 
men’s and women’s events follow the same 
competition format:

• Twelve teams are divided into two groups  
 of six. Each team plays against all the other  
 teams in their group. Teams receive two  
 points for each win and one point for  
 each loss.
• The top four teams in each group compete  
 against each other in the knockout stage.  
 The top two teams in each group play each  
 other next.
• The teams that come second in each group  
 play each other for the Bronze Medal.
• The top team from each group play for the  
 Gold Medal. The team that loses earns the  
 Silver Medal.

Important points
The basics

Olympic events If a player commits five fouls, they have to leave 
the court and be replaced by another player.

Violations are when a player breaks the rules.  
As a result, the ball goes to the other team.

• Travelling – a player takes more than 2 steps  
 without bouncing the ball
• Double dribble – a player stops dribbling   
 and then starts again or bounces the ball with  
 both hands on the ball
• Carry – a player carries the ball with their   
 hand underneath it. Players’ hands must   
 always remain on top of the ball.
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